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deputy whose puritanism collapses into sheer bestiality and
crime. Its hero frenziedly implores his sister to save his neck
by sacrificing her virginity; and the sister, the unsullied heroine,
after permitting herself a scornful vituperation of her brother
which appears to convict her of inhuman callousness, relapses
without a word into circumstances which seem to be making
for a conventional ending in the peal of marriage bells. It is
no wonder if one's first impression is that the painter of such
a repulsive picture of life must have been almost frantic with
the thought of life's worthlessness.

Yet there is also matter which seems irreconcilable with this.
Measure for Measure may be an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth, an Angelo for a Claudio. But look at the plot and its
outcome. There is an almost intolerable insistence on meting
out reward to the virtuous and punishment to the guilty. And
even the punishment is determined in the spirit that it is as
much a judge's duty to qualify as to enforce the laws. One
remembers Isabella's impassioned plea that neither heaven nor
man can grieve at mercy:

No ceremony that to great ones 'longs,
Not the king's crowti, nor the deputed sword,
The marshal s truncheon, nor the judge's robe,
Become them with one half so good a grace
As mercy does.

This sentiment of mortality and mercy humanises, even senti-
mentalises, the formal organisation of society. Its rulers are
enjoined to remember that whilst it is excellent to have a giant's
strength, it is tyrannous to use it like a giant. It is no indifferent
pessimist, no bitter cynic, who recalls how man, proud man,
drcst in a little brief authority, is liable to wrench awe from
fools and tic the wiser souls to his false seeming. For these are
observations implying that grace is grace despite of all con-
troversy; and that of all graces, the exercise of a beneficent
mercy is most gracious. It is a sense of the potential richness of
humanity rather than despondency at its neglect of those